We will not enter into a retrospective view of the means by which dentistry has arrived at its present stand-point of excellence. We are all familiar with the past history of our profession, and need not to have it repeated here.
We have to deal with the present and future, not the past. I think, however, we will all admit without discussion the premise, that Society organizations (both local and general) have had much to do with our advancement, and consequently we still need to use these levers to lift us to higher and better things. We 
